
PRE-READING QUESTIONS

1.	 Take a look at the front cover. What 
emotions does it convey? How is 
the mood above the water different 
from the mood below it? The girl is 
literally taking a leap; what are some 
ways a person can “take a leap” in a 
metaphorical sense? Are there times in your own life when you had 
to take a big risk without knowing the outcome?

2.	 The book is called Wonders of Shadow Key. What do you expect 
some of the “wonders” could be? What are some of the “wonders” 
you experience in your own life?

3.	 The blurb on the front cover calls Wonders of Shadow Key “the most delightful surreal semi-apocalyptic 
middle-grade novel you’ll read this year.” What do the terms “surreal” and “semi-apocalyptic” mean to you? 
Do they make you think of any other books you’ve read or movies 

	 you’ve watched?

1.	 Now that you have read the book, take another look at the 
cover. How does it express some of the themes?

2.	 Why is Eleanor so determined to save Francine, the ghost 
lost at sea? Why does she feel a connection to her?

3.	 How has the changing climate affected Eleanor and her fam-
ily?

4.	 How does Eleanor overcome her feelings of loneliness and 
isolation after her school shuts down?

5.	 Throughout the novel, Eleanor changes her mind about the subject of her how-to essay. The last title is “How 
to Save the World.” What do you think she’s going to write about? If you had to write a how-to essay on how 
to save the world, what would you write?

6.	 Did Eleanor’s mother know about the ghosts all along? If so, why didn’t she say anything to Eleanor?
7.	 If the ghosts on Shadow Key got to return to their own lives, how would the experience of staying on Shadow 

Key and meeting Eleanor change them?
8.	 Eleanor and her father seem to have mixed feelings about storms. They’re fascinated with their beauty and 

power but afraid of the damage they do. Can you think of anything else you’ve experienced that gives you the 
same feeling? Is it possible to hold two very different feelings about the same thing? Give examples.
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1.	 Pretend you have magic powers. Write a how-to essay 
about how you would use those magic powers to save the 
world.

2.	 Pretend you do NOT have magic powers (even if you do). 
Write a how-to essay about how to save the world. “From 
what?” you might ask. That’s for you to decide!

3.	 Take one of the ghosts from Shadow Key (Mrs. Frobisher, 
he captain, the countess, the Rodrigos, the Nameless Mute 
Gentleman) and write a scene that shows what their life 
was like when they were alive.

4.	 Write a biography of the Fabulous Singing Siren Sisters. 
How and why did they lure ships into the rocks? What 
made them change their minds about that? If they got a 
record contract, who would they sound like? Write the lyrics for their latest hit song!

5.	 For monster lovers: write in the first-person voice of one of the Oldies. As an Oldie, what do you want and 
why? Are you really evil or just misunderstood? Make your case!

6.	 If you had to sing a song to battle the Oldies, what would it be and why?
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